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missing lines have been restored from a copy of the laws of Hammurabi that was 
recovered from the library of Assurbanipal. 

The contents of Hammurabi's laws are remarkable for their fairness, their 
humane principles, and their detailed accuracy. The inscription begins with a 
personal enunciation of King Hammurabi ; he proclaims that he owes his govern- 
ment and success to the grace of the gods, and promises to rise over mankind as 
Shamash the sun-god does over the earth. His purpose is to protect the weak 
ones, to destroy evil doers, and to procure justice to every one. The law book 
contains 282 single statements, and deals with the questions of practical life, — un- 
just accusations, marriage relations, contracts, rent, the regulation of inheritances, 
regulations of the market, and similar ordinances. p. c. 

The Creation Story of Genesis I. A Sumerian Theogony and Cosmogony. By 
Dr. Hugo Radau. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Company. Lon- 
don : Kegan Paul, Trench, Trttbner & Co., Ltd. 1902. Pages, vi, 70. 
Price, Boards, 75 cents net (3s. 6d. net). 
The greater part of this booklet appeared in The Monist for July, 1902. It 
considers the creation story of the first chapter of Genesis in the light of the oldest 
sources at our disposal, viz., the Sumerian cosmogony and theogony, of which the 
Biblical creation story of the Priestly School is a redaction. For having criticised 
and eliminated the mythical elements of the Sumerian tradition, P. is called by 
Dr. Radau "the first Higher Critic." Dr. Radau, in explaining certain attributes 
of the gods, was compelled to touch briefly upon the Sumerian cosmology, of which 
he has given a new representation. He also makes reference to the Arabian 
Pantheon. The little book is apt to appeal only to specialists and Old Testament 
and comparative Semitic research. 

Hymns of the Faith (Dhammapada). Being an Ancient Anthology Preserved in 
the Short Collection of the Sacred Scriptures of the Buddhists. Translated 
from the Pali by Albert J. Edmunds. Chicago : The Open Court Publish- 
ing Company. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trtibner & Co., Ltd. 1902. 
Pages, xiii, no. Price, $1.00 (4s. 6d. net). 
This celebrated and ancient anthology of Buddhist devotional poetry was com- 
piled from three sources: (1) The utterances of the Buddha and his disciples; (2) 
From early hymns by monks ; and (3) From popular poetic proverbs of India. It 
is the Buddhist Imitation of Christ, and constitutes one of the noblest of the 
world's religious expressions. Its fame relieves us from commenting upon the na- 
ture of its contents ; the eloquent words of the translator, Mr. Edmunds, best char- 
acterise it. He says : 

"If ever an immortal classic was produced upon the continent of Asia, it is 
this. Its sonorous rolls of rhythm are nothing short of inspired. . . . No trite 
ephemeral songs are here, but red-hot lava from the abysses of the human soul, in 
one out of the two of its most historic eruptions. These old refrains from a life 
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beyond time and sense, as it was wrought out by generations of earnest thinkers, 
have been fire to many a muse. They burned in the brains of the Chinese pilgrims, 
who braved the blasts of the Mongolian desert, climbed the cliffs of the Himalayas, 
swung by the rope-bridge across the Indus where it rages through its gloomiest 
gorge, and faced the bandit and the beast, to peregrinate the Holy Land of their 
religion, and tread in the footsteps of the Master. Verses were graven on the walls 
of august temples at the command of Hindu emperors who abolished capital pun- 
ishment, mitigated slavery, and established hospitals for men and animals, under 
the sway of this marvellous cult ; and by Ceylon monarchs whose ruined reser- 
voirs, as large as lakes, astonish us among the wonders of antiquity. And to-day, 
after twenty centuries of Roman and Christian culture, they have won the admira- 
tion of Europeans and Americans in every seat of learning, from Copenhagen to 
the Cambridges, and from Chicago to St. Petersburgh." 

Mr. Edmunds has given us a very literal translation, but he has also had a 
literary ideal in view and sought by using an archaic and poetic style ' ' to convey 
some flavor of the original " to his readers. While he remarks that it is " too am- 
bitious a wish " to hope to naturalise in English this Buddhist holy writ as the 
King James Version has naturalised the Christian, an unbiassed critic can only say 
that he has contributed much toward this end. In this little book a living knowl- 
edge of the main Buddhistic doctrines is placed within the reach of every reader. 

SUR LES PRINCIPES FONDAMENTAUX DE LA THEORIE DBS NOMBRES BT DE LA GEO- 

metrie. Par H. Laurent. Paris : C. Naud, Publisher. Pages, 68 Price, 

2 francs. 
In this number (No. 20) of the admirable scientific series called Scientia, de- 
voted to the discussion of the burning questions of contemporaneous research, the 
distinguished French mathematician M. Laurent has considered the bases of the 
theory of numbers and of the theory of space. M. Laurent rejects axioms and 
begins with hypotheses. "An axiom," he says, "is a proposition which atavism, 
education, and the authority of our teachers have obliged us to accept as true with- 
out critical examination." His hypotheses are: " (1) I reason correctly (the hy- 
pothesis of all reasoning) ; (2) Quantity is to be defined (I suppose that quantity 
exists) ; (3) There are quantities susceptible, of being divided into as many equal 
parts as one wishes (I shall define division into equal parts) ; (4) When a quantity 
increases or diminishes continuously without becoming larger or smaller than a 
fixed quantity it has a limit." "A truth is a plausible hypothesis or a logical con- 
sequence of non-contradictory hypotheses." 

On this small number of hypotheses he seeks to found the theory of numbers. 
His point of view is utilitarian as distinguished from the aesthetic point of view of 
Tannery, Meray, and Cosserat. His conclusions he thinks to be just as simple as, 
and certainly more accessible to young minds than theirs. He is averse to their 
disinclination to base the theory of numbers on the consideration of quantity, and 



